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WINTER WONDERLAND?

Wedre not complaining
warm winter wedve had
gin February we are starting to look forward
more and more to the arrival of spring.

For us, of course, the coming of spring
is preceded by the arrival of the season of
Lent, a time for wus to 5 y
toward us and be renewed by God?d
Ash Wednesday comes on February 22, and on that day we begin to
focus on the theme: oWater Marks, o6 t |
among us to enable us to live under the sign of the cross marked on
our foreheads at our baptism.
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RENEWED COMMITMENT

We are urging all our members to renew their commitment to
Christ and his mission by making a special effort to worship each
weekend in Lent and on Wednesday evenings at 7:30 p.m. We will
also offer at least three small discussion groups each week for peo-
ple to gather to share their reflections and their questions with each
other as they read through our Lenten devotional books.

The 11 a.m. Wednesday morning group will be led by Pastor Hill,
the 1 p.m. Thursday afternoon group will be led by Linda Hill, and
the 8:15 p.m. Wednesday evening group will be led by various lay
leaders. Sign up if you want to join a group.

Congregation | FELLOWSHIP MEALS
Connections Prior to each of our Wednesday evening services
/\ we will gather around 6:30 for a simple dinner of
il ~ |soups, bread, and a dish from one of the nations
A 4 #«w* T currently receiving assistance from our ELCA World
B Hunger program. We need some volunteers to pre-
pare and bring these meals, so a sign  -up poster is
< "I ready for those wishing to help out.

FIGHTING HUNGER WITH HOPE

As mentioned above, during Lent we will enjoy
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0Gl obal Cuisined when we g &8 ef c
day evening Lenten services each week. \
Our children in the Kidsb® Cl

helping fight hunger by assembling and distributing
World Hunger Appeal coin boxes to be used to col-
lect change during the Lenten season.
The meals we will feature for the Global Meals are:
2/22 Soup and Bread
2/29 USA (Food Stamps)
3/7 India
3/14 Malawi
3/21 Nicaragua
3/28 West Bank
4/4  Soup and Bread
To volunteer for a soup, global dish, or bread, sign up at church.

GROWING THROUGH LENT

As a guide for our Lenten reflections we are

again using the Lenten Reflection books provided as
part of the o0Book of Faithbo
lishing house.

We ordered 45 and still have on hand about 25
copies of this book. It is designed for use on every day
in Lent except Sundays. There is a scripture passage,
some thoughts to ponder, and questions to stimulate
your personal growth as a follower of Christ.

You can pick up a copy of the book (cost is just
$10 each) at the church so you can have it available for Lent.

A TIME FOR PANCAKES

Lenten Mardi Gras Pancake Supper & Tuesday, February 21

Our Teens to New Orleans will host a second annual
Mardi Gras Pancake supper on Shrove Tuesday,
February 21. In addition to serving the pancakes,
they will lead games and activities for children and
families during the event. Watch for a sign -up sheet
at the church.

PALM BRANCHES FROM 2011
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As part of the evening we will be making the ashes for Ash
Wednesday services using palm branches we saved from last year.
If you saved palms last year, bring them to add to the fire that
night.

TEEN MINISTRY BLANKET MAKING (LAST SATURDAY)

PHOTOS BY JON LAZA

NEW MEMBER WELCOME SUNDAY FEBRUARY 12
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‘ Although we welcome new members into our mem-
bership at Hope throughout the year, we like to give
special attention to those who have decided to formally

become members of our congregation by having occasional
iWel come Sundayso where members are

Those who come to our church from other Lutheran congregations are
able to request a transfer of their membership to our church.

Those who come from other Christian communions are welcome to
affirm their baptism and be received by Affirmation.

Occasionally, if people are adults who have never been baptized, we
welcome them through the sacrament of Holy Baptism.

Pastor Hill would like to speak with any people who are considering
joining our congregation, and he will meet with them to provide instruction
and orientation to our churchés min
church.

If you wish to become a member of Hope, please pick up and fill out a
AMember ship Applicationo form avail
-mailed to anyone who wants a copy right away.

Membership opens up additional possibilities for service and involve-
ment in the life of the congregation. If you have not joined our church yet,
perhaps now is the time to do so.

COVENANT PLAYERS TO VISIT HOPE IN MARCH

We are looking forward to an exciting
weekend at Hope in early March when an
acting group called i
will be on hand to lead a drama workshop
and perform some plays for us during our
Teen Ministry session and after the evening
service.

Since 1963, Covenant Players has pio-
neered the use of drama as a communications resource in the church. Units
of Covenant Players travel throughout the world communicating the reality
of the Gospel in churches of all denominations.

We are hoping that other churches on Long Island will be interested in
taking part in a special drama workshop for children, teens, and adults, and
we are posting a sign-up sheet at our church to solicit participants.

If you enjoy acting or if you know people who would like to be part of this
event, please speak with Pastor Hill or Joyce Stahl soon so plans can be
made.

HOPEGS MUSI CAL GROUPS CONTI NUE
THEIR ACTIVE SCHEDULES

SUNDAY MORNING CHOIRS Each Sunday morning worship service has
its own choir. Practice is held before and after services each Sunday. All
who wish to sing can join by simply showing up for practice on Sunday
mornings.

GRACE NOTES Our adult bell choir meets on Monday evenings from 7:15
to 8:30 p.m.

KI DS6 CH OIneetONetdhBsdays from 4:15 to 5:45 p.m. All children
ages 4 and older are welcome.

JOYFUL RINGERS MELODY CHIMES GROUP for children grades 275
meets on Tuesdays from 7-7:30 p.m. led by John Dalrymple.

TEEN BELL CHOIR This group for teens grades 6 and older meets on
Tuesdays from 7:30-8:15 p.m. Instruction is provided for all members.

MEN®& S GOS P E LThisgrb@pl meets under the direction of Josh Bow-
man. They practice on Tuesday evenings from 8:30 to 9:15 p.m. All men are
welcome.

SATURDAY NIGHT LIVE MUSIC GROUPS Last fall we hired Dianne
Browning who provides musical leadership for the teens and adults who
sing or who play instruments for our Saturday Evening services at 5 p.m. If
you wish to serve in this way, speak with Dianne.
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